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From the textbook, I have chosen the topic on establishing the existence of a trade secret since I believe this represents a critical step in maintaining the accuracy and secrecy of knowledge resources within the precincts of a firm or a business organization (Module 04). Through this course module, I have gained interest in this area of study because it is an essential factor applied by companies to ensure their competitors do not have access to their proprietary knowledge. In this sense, I understand that to prevent the loss of a competitive edge provided by such information, companies apply strategies that help them safeguard these knowledge resources. 
I have similarly understood the nature of trade secrets and the underlying reasons for protecting them. In this sense, it is essential to understand that since trade secrets represent information and knowledge resources that are not actually not known to many. Also, such information confers some economic benefits to the owning company consequently promoting the idea of a reasonable effort to maintain its secrecy (Klasa et al., 2018). For instance, the Coca Cola company holds a trade secret unknown to most of the company's competitors. In this sense, the company has put in place all the necessary precautions to keep secret the written version of its secret formula used in the preparation of merchandise 7X.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Understandably, this is a trade secret consisting of confidential information relating to a formula whose disclosure to the public or competitors would close the competitive edge the company has in the market currently. For this reason, company employees, partners and all the relevant stakeholders engaging with the company are therefore asked to sign Nondisclosure Agreements as a step to particularly control the dissemination of these valuable knowledge resources outside the company (WIPO, 2020). 
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